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A fully vetted checklist of Birds of Kerala was published in June 20 1 0 (Sashikumar et. al. 20 1 0) based on 
the book2?zVz/s of Kerala - Stu ( Sashikumar et. al. 20 1 1 a) which was published a year later. The 

checklist which was published in Malabar Trogon carried all records till May 2010 that conformed to the 'criteria for 
inclusion' specified in Sashikumar et. al. (20 11a). Since the publication of the checklist, quite a few new birds have 
been reported from Kerala in that past three years and it is time the same is updated into the state checklist. Almost 
all the species listed below are based on published papers by various authors and many of them are supported by 
clear photographs. More than 40% of the additions are pelagic birds - indicating the increased focus on marine bird 
monitoring during the past two years. Some of the marine birds are regular visitors to the offshore waters of Kerala, 
indicating the lacuna of information in published works (Sashikumar et. al. 20 1 0, 20 1 1 a) 

Records mentioned below fall into the following categories (indicated as type) in the Table 1 . All the additions to the 
checklist with relevant details are covered in Table 2. 

We had received probable reports of Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis (George in prep), Common Sand Martin 
Riparia riparia (Das & Prasanth in prep), Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla (Bilal 2012), Bright Green Warbler 
Phylloscopus [trochiloides] nitidus (Sundarraman 2012) and Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe (Chovva, 
2013 y )but the evidences presented were not conclusive enough to propose a unanimous decision on their 
identification. By the guidelines of Sashikumar et. al. (20 1 1 a), we propose these be added to the second list awaiting 
further confirmation. Further, a record of Blue-throated B ee- eater Merops viridis (Manekara 2013) from Kannur 
region was reported; however a chance that it's an escapee is not slim. Unless it is well-published in a peer review 
journal, we do not consider this as an addition. 

Apart from this, the taxonomy of Large White-headed Gulls has been revised yet again (!) having an effect 
on the number of species. Steppe Gull, previous attributed to be a subspecies ofL. cachinnans is now considered a 
subspecies of L. fuscus (Collinson et. al. 2008) as L. f. barabensis while it also contain the other wintering 
subspecies which is Heuglin's GullL./ heuglini. Hence, the total number of species in Kerala would be 484 (453 + 
32-1). 

It should be worthwhile mentioning that the checklist of birds of Kerala is maintained only for records that meet the 
criteria for which the cut-off date is 01.01.1975. However, there are a few birds which are considered definite but 
not recorded since 01.01.1 975. All are listed in the second list of Sashikumar et. al. (20 1 1 a); we cover them in Table 
3. 

"In this context, we also publish a list of birds (29 species) that met the criteria of inclusion (Sashikumar et al. 
2011a) based on multiple sight records but have never been photographed satisfactorily from the political and 
maritime limits of Kerala (Table 4)." 

Observers: 

AA: Abhilash Arjunan, AC: Abhinand Chandran, ACG: Arun CG, AJ: Amal Joseph, AKB: Ashwini Kumar Bhat, 
AKR: AK Raju, AM: Atanu Mondal, AS : Abhiram Sankar, BKI: Bijoy KI, CI: Carol Inskipp, CKV: CK Vishnudas, 
CMK: CM Khaleel, CSK: C Sashikumar, DK: Dipu Karuthedathu, DKG: Dilip KG, EK: E Kunhikrishnan, GB: 
Garima Bhatia, HKM: Harikumar Mannar, HSF: HS Fergusson, HSS: Harkirat Singh Sangha, KBS: Kanwar B 
Singh, JMK: Jainy Maria Kuriakose, JM: Jinu Muraleedharan, JP: Jafer Palot, JPS: Jinesh P.S., JT: Jayan Thomas, 
JWD: JW Ditmas, KVU: K V Uthaman, MGC: Manoj GC, MGF: MG Finn, MGP: Mike G Prince, MKS: Manoj 
Kumar Sharma, MJP: Major Pythian Adams, MK: Mohan Kemparaju, MP: Mujeeb Panchali, NA: Nizam Ammas, 
NP: Naveenlal P, PAV: PA Vinayan, PBB: PB Biju, PCR: PC Rajeevan, PES: Praveen ES, PJ: Praveen J, PJG: PJ 
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George, PKK: Praveen Kumar K, PKR: PK Ravindran, PON: PO Nameer, PP: Pramod Padmanabhan, PPS: PP 
Sreenivasan, PVG: PV George, RS: Raju Sankaran, SA: Salim Ali, SD: Sandeep Das, SK: Sunil Kumar, SKC: 
Susanth Kumar C, SM: Satyan Meppayur, SPN: S. Prasanth Narayanan, SS: S Subramanya, TA: Toms Augustine, 
TF: Tomy Francis, VAS: VA Shebin, VC: Vivek Chandran, VPK: Vishnu Priyan Kartha, VS: Vishnu Sivadas, VV: 
Vij esh Vallikunnu 
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Table : Type of Additions to Kerala checklist 



New (N) 


Species which was recorded newly from Kerala between 1.6.2010 and 31.12.2013. 


Corroborated (C) 


Species which were recorded from Kerala between 1.6.2010 and 31.12.2013 which 
corroborated past records and hence satisfied the 'criteria of inclusion' to be considered 
newly for the Kerala checklist. 


Legacy (L) 


Species which were recorded from Kerala between 1.1.1975 and 31.5.2010 which 
satisfied the 'criteria for inclusion' but was not considered in Kerala checklist due to 
oversight. 


Taxonomy (T) 


Species which has got elevated from a subspecies between 1.6.2010 and 
31.12.2013 and the same satisfied the 'criteria for inclusion' on or before 31.5.2010. 
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